266             The  Romantic
"The Musgraves are a most curious family'*
(Cuthbert's aunt was a sister of his mother's), "you
think they are plain sailing, but they are not. I'
hope you don't think that I am being offensive,
Sarah?"
"I think you are being most complimentary."
Her aunt eyed her with distaste.
"You always take such odd views. Your poor
mother often said, 4I can never be sure what Sarah
is thinking'*"
"How right my poor mother was."
"Sarah, how can you talk like that about your
mother? Talking of her as your 'poor mother*/1
"I was quoting you/'
"Will you think me rude," Lisa interposed hastily,
"if I go to bed? I am a little tired."
"Of course, my dear, don't hesitate to ask for any-
thing you want,"
"What a woman," Sarah said to Lisa as she
undressed. "She was the ugly member of the
family. It taught her to be what I understand is
called 'outspoken'. She knows her own mind, she
speaks her own mind, in fact, considering that she
has no mind, she makes the most of it,"
Lisa laughed.
"Dearest Sarah, I do love you.   And you are just
the same/'
Sarah reflected that Lisa was  not  the same.